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The SPEECH of Francis late Lord 
Biſhop of Rocheſter. 


My Lords, 
Have been under a very long and cloſe Confine- 
1 ment, and have been treated with ſuch Seve- 
rity, and ſo great Indignity, as I believe no 
Priſoner in the Tower of my Age, and Function, 
and Rank, ever was. By which Means, what 
Stre and Uſe of my Limbs I had when I was 
firſt committed in Auguſt laſt, is now fo far declin- 
ed, that I am very unfit to make my Defence 
againſt a Bill of ſuch an extraordinary Nature. 

The great Weakneſs of Body and Mind under 
which 1 labour, ſuch Uſage, ſuch Hardſhips, ſuch 
Inſults as I have undergone, might have broken a 
more reſolute Spirit and much ſtronger Conſtituti- 
on than falls to my Share. Your Lordſhips were 
pleaſed to permit me to appear before the Houſe of 
Commons, if I thought fit, left that ſhould be 
turned to my Diſadvantage, as, in fact, the Coun- 
ſel for the Bill have done their utmoſt towards it. 

I ſhould not have thought to decline any Oc-afion 
of juſtifying myſelf; but I crave leave to tell your 
Lordſhips ſome of the Reaſons why I did rot ap- 
pear there, and make uſe of the Leave your Lord- 
ſhips gave me. | 

March 11. By the Houſe of Commons it was 
thus reſolved, © That it appears to this Houſe, 
© that Francis, Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, was prin- 


* cipally concerned in forming, directing, and car- 


* rying on a deteſtable Conſpiracy, &c.” 
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Upon duly weighing which Reſolution, and the 
Copy of the Bill, 1 found not any thing charged in 
the Pill, but what was fully contained and previouſ- 
Jy reſolved in this Vote; and therefore whatſoever 
ſhou!d have been offered on my behalf to that 
Houle, would have been an expreſs Contradiction 
to ĩt. Aud what Hopes I could have of Succeſs in 
ſuch an Attempt, I need not ſay; what they ſent 
me, was the Preamble of the Bill only, which they 
could not alter, eonſiſtent with what they had 
relolved. 

The Bill itſelf was to inflift Pains and Penalties, 
which followed, but there was no room to object 
againſt any of thoſe which they had not then de- 
clared ; they have ſince been added, and ſent up to 
vour Lordſhips in like manner, without any Oath 
made, or any criminal A& proved againft me by 
any living Witneſs. And is a Perſon, thus ſen- 
tenced below, to be deprived of all his Pretermeit, 
and his very Function, and to be a perpetual Exile, 
and to be render'd incapable of any Office and Em- 
ployment ? To be one whom no Man muſt corre- 
ipond with by Letters, Meſſages, or otherwiſe ? 
And, my Lords, one who is a Biſhop of the Church 
of England, and a Lord of Parliament? 

It is the firſt Inſtance wherein a Member of this 
Houſe hath been ſo treated and prejudged, and (as 
I have once before ſaid to your Lordſhips) I pray 
God it may be the laſt, and that ſuch Precedents in 
this Kingdom may not be multiplied in Aſter- 
Iimes. 

My Counſel have amply done their part, by ar- 
guing the Points of Law, by explaining and en- 
torcing the Evidence, and ſhowing the little Co- 
lour, Appearance, ad Shadow of Proofs againſt 
me, (permit me to call them fo) by anſwering what 
hath been offer'd agai 1ſt me, and by ſetting out the 
Conſequence which ſuch a Bill, founded and carry'd 

| O11 
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he on in ſuch a manner, and which enacts ſuch ſevere 
in Penalties, muſt and will be attended with. 
uſ- Yet it becomes me to ſay ſomething for myſelf, 
ver left my Silence be conſtrued Conſciouſueſs of Guilt, 
1 or at leaſt an Unwilliagneſs to enter into Matters of 
ion ſo dark and perplexed, ſo nice and tender a nature, 
in as if I was not able, or did not care to clear and ex- 
ent — myſelf, and rather choſe to leave it to the 
hey a of others: I thank God I am under no 
ſuch Refiraint, and can ſpeak to your Lordſhips on 
this Subject with great freedom and plainneſs. 
ties, But before I proceed, | beg leave that | may re- 
jet preſent to your Lordſhips ſome particular Hard- 
de- ſhips under which I have laboured: 
pto The firſt is reading Extratts of anonymous Let- 
Jath ters, without ſuffering any other parts of the ſame 
e by Letters, tho relating to the ſame Subject, to be 
ſen- read... Another is, —Excuſing the Decypherers 
zent, from anſwering Queſtions asked by me, and which 
xile, I thought neceſſary for my Defence, left they 
Em- ſhould reveal their Art. The next is, not 
Orre- ſuffering me to be anſwered by the Clerks of the 
viſe ? Poſt-Office, left the Secrets of that Office ſhould 
urch be diſcovered. Another, was not ſuffering a Per- 
fon, who had been at leaſt ten Years out of the 
f this Secretary's Office, to anſwer any Queſtions which 
d (as came to his knowledge by being ten Years ago in 
| pray that Office. 
mts in Another, is reading Examinations neither dated, 
\fter- ſigned, or ſworn to, 

Another, is reading Letters ſuppoſed to be cri- 
by ar- minal, writ in another Man's Hand, and ſuppoſed to 
d en- be diftated by me, without offering any Proof, 
le Co- that I either dictated them, or was privy to them. 
gainſt Another, is not allowing me Copies of the De- 
what cypher'd Letters, tho petitioned for, till the Try- 
wut the al was ſo far advanced, and I ſo employed and 
arry'd weakned by it, . 

on 
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er them. Another, is not allowing me to read 
out of the Collection of Papers before the Houſe 
any part of them, in order to diſcharge myſelf, 
but what hath been read by Clerks nd all 
this in a Proceeding where the Counſel for ne Bill 
profeſs they have no legal Evidence, and that they 
are not to be confined to the Rules of auy Court of 
Law or Equity, tho” as often as it is for their Ser- 
vice, they conſtantly ſhelter themſelves under it. 

My Lords, theſe are the Hardſhips which I pre- 
viouſly mention, and only mention, and humbly 
lay before your Lordſhips. 

By your Lordſhips leave, I proceed now to make 
that Defence, as well as I am able to make it in the 
Condition of Health l am now in, humbly praying 
your Lordſhips, if I find myſelf ia any degree ſink- 
mg under it, that you will indulge me, and allow 
me a little time to go on; becauſe the general 
Charge of the Bill, is, That I have been deeply 
concerned in forming, directing, and carrying on a 
wicked and deteſtable Conſpiracy, and was a preaci- 
pal Actor therein. 


The Charge is divided into two Heads : 
Firſt. That I traiterouſly conſulted and corre- 
d with divers Perſons, to raiſe an Inſurrecti- 
on, &c. in this Kingdom, to procure Foreign 
Forces to invade it, &c. 
Secondly, That I traiterouſly correſponded with 
the ſame intent with Perſons employed, &c. But 
as neither part of this Charge hath been made good 
by the Counſel for the Bill, nor have they proved, 
nor attempted to prove me at one Conlultation, 
nor is there any thing tends towards ſuch a Proof, 
except the exploded Story of the Burford Club, and 
two or three Hear-ſay Informations which were 
mentioned of my Lord Strafford, & c. and others to 
be concerned in the Management of * | 
ve 
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have met all theſe Lords 1 own it, but at different 

times; and upon the beſt Recollection I can make, 
I never was in allmy Life with any three of them at 

once, unleſs perhaps about ſome | Matters or 

Affairs depending in Parliament. The Earl of 
Strafford hath viſited me, and I have, when in 

health, dined with him once at his Houſe. Ar my 

Lord North's Table 1 have not eat; tho' I have 

great Honour for him, yet I never had any Irtima- 

cy with him, eſpecially ſince the Affair of the Dor- 

mitory, wherein he appeared ſo againſt me, that I 

certainly had loſt the Cauſe, had not his Affairs 
called him to Holland. 

Lawſon hath ſworn, that this Lord did often viſit 
me at Bromley, but in truth he never was there 
above twice or thrice in all his life-time. 

I have rot been once theſe two Years with Lord 
Orrery ou any Buſineſs whatſoever ; we twice diced 
together at the Houſe of a Perſon, whoſe Name if 
I ſhould mention, your Lordſhips would not think 
there was any harm at all in dining there. Sir 
Henry Goring | never ſaw in all my life, till he ſaw 
me at St. James s, and he was but once at Bromley ; 
and the Occaſion of his coming to me, was his plac- 
ing four Sons at Weſtminſter-School, and intending 
to breed up ſome of them to the Goſpel : The laſt 
time I ſaw Sir Henry Goring, was about twelve 
Months ago, when I promiſed to bring down one of 
his Sons to be upon the Foundation; and I ſhall be 
ſorry if I can't be as good as my word. | 

Your Lordſhips will excuſe me for being ſo parti- 

cular, when you conſider how dangerous the 
Charge is, and how fit it is to clear the Perſors 
charged, from fuch miſchievous Correſpondence ; 
eſpecially fince it is with theſe, and theſe only that 
L have been ſpeaking of, it is infinuated that I have 
held Conſultations with, to forward the Con- 
Ipiracy. 

The 
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The firſt is an Intent, and indeed a Conſpiracy, 
without a Conſultation. 

How that too hath been made good, your Lord- 
ſhips will obſerve, that there is not one Overt-Act, 
or Circumſtance of Time or Place, mentioned, 
proved, or alledged. I have not therefore conſult- 
ed or conſpired at home. 

The- next, and the only material Part of the 
Charge, is correſponding abroad with the Preten- 
der, Cc. 

A high and heinous Accuſation ſtrongly aſſerted, 
much inſiſted upon, but how maintained, is the 
Queſtion. - 

The true State of this part of my Charge, as 
well and as fully as I can recollect, is this, (I will 
not in any degree diſſemble before you:) 1ſt, That 
I did the 20th April, 1722. dictate three Letters to 
Mr. Dillon, the late Lord Mar, and to the Pretender 
Himſelf, under the feigned Names of Chivers, 
Muſgrave, and Jackſon; to which Letters the 
Names of Jones, Illington, and 1378, were all by 
my Direction ſubſcribed. 

Secondly, That afterwards two Letters in anſwer 
to theſe two ſent to Marr and Dillon, one dated 
May 11th, and the other Fuly the 25th, under the 
feigned Names of Motfield and Digby, were inter- 


Thirdly, There is certain inter Corre- 
ſpondence between the Pretender's Agents abroad 
and Kelly here, carry'd on by him, and that I was at 
the Head of it, and am anſwerable for what it 


contains. | 


This is the Subſtance of my Charge, all other 
particular Circumftances are made uſe of, as they 
thought would give Light and Strength to one or 
other of thoſe Articles. 


As 


55 [9] 
iracy, As to the firſt of theſe Points, that I did dict ate 
theſe Letters; 
Lord- That it could not be poſſible that I dictated theſe 
t-Alt, Letters, hath been made out to your Lordſhips by 
ioned, ſuch'a Concurrence of Evidence, fo clear, full, and 


legal, as I perfuade myſelf can have left no Doubt 
remaining upon any candid and indifferent Per ſon; 
of the a plain Matter of Fact, ſupported by luch Tefii- 


reten- mony, cannot be overthrown by little Gueſſes and 
conſequential Surmiſes. 

ſerted, My Lords, I was under the known Difficulty of 

is the proving a Negative, which in many Caſes is not to 


be done; but it ſo happens in this Caſe, that pecu- 
liar Circumſtances attend it as to point of Time. 
My being diſabled in my Chamber, and attended 
before and after that time by ſome of my Servants, 
and receiving frequent Meſſages from others: The 
agreeing Teſtimony of my Servants, that no Stran- 
ger came near me about that time, and for ſome 
time before and after, and the ful! Evidence of the 
School at We*minſfter, hath enabled my ſeveral 
Servants to recollect the Time, and to furniſh ſuch 
a Proof of my Innocence in this matter, as is not to 
be miſtaken, and the Clearneſs of the Impoſlibility 
of it. 

They ſwear that they believe theſe three Letters 
to have been in the Hand-writing of Mr. Kelly, my 
ſappoſed Amanuenſis: Your Lordſhips will remem- 
ber, that their Oaths were at four Months diſtance 
from the time of ſeeing thoſe Letters ; during the 
whole Series of which time, it never hath appear- 1 
ed that they have compared one Original with A 
another; and the only Origi.al, as a Specimen, ö 
hath been proved, at your Lordſhips Bar, not to 
be the Hand-writing of Mr. Key; and be pleaſed 
to remember the very Suppoſition of Mr. Xely's 
being my Secretary, or any ways intimate with me, 


hath been fully ſworn to be falſe. 
<.B ; If 
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If it be ſaid, Who then writ theſe Letters, and 
with what View were they writ ? The Anſwer to 


this is obyious, my being here at your Lordſhips 
Bar ſufficiently explains it. It is enough to prove 
that I did not write or dictate them, and I have 
proved it abundantly. Let but any momentous Part 
of the Charge againſt me be made out with halt the 
Evidence, and I will ſubmit without any Diſpute ; 
eight or nine ſuch Witneſſes would have born 
down the Evidence of one or two that had ſworn. 


But where there is none on the one Side, but all. 


on the other Side who appear, and that gives direct 
politive Evidence, can your Lordſhips deliberate a 
moment for the Reaſon of giving your Judgment, 
which ought always, in doubtful Caſes, to lean to 
the doubtful Side; and ſo taking this Point as it 
ſtands, and if it be fo, there is an End of the whole 


- matter, for all other Infinuations, feigned Names, 


and obſcure Paſſages in Letters, depending upon 
this, muſt fall together. 

As to the other Part of the Accuſation, when it 
is faid the Letter to Jackſon was a Letter to the Pre- 
tender, I have nothing to do with it; he that writ 
the Letter, when known, will beſt be able, and 
moſt concerned, to diſprove it. 

Since this Objection carries a very odd Sound, I 
ſhall briefly ſhew your Lordſhips how that ſtands: 
Fackſon, in a Cypher of Plunkett's, is ſaid to denote 
the Pretender; therefore in a Letter, 1. — to 
be dictated by him, and put into Letters Cyphers) 
by Plunkett, conſiſting of one hundred 


Names, of which not one is uſed in any of the Let- 


ters attributed to Mr. Xely, three or four of theſe 
Names are uſed by Perſons ſuppoſed to have writ to 
Mr. Kelly from Abroad, but not one of them is uſed 
by him; nor doth Jackſon ever, in his part of the 
Correſpondence, ſtand for the Pretender, but he is 
always under other Appellations : nay, Planletr 
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114 3 
himſelf, in all his Letters writ in decyphered 
Names, never ſtiles the Pretender Jackſon, but 
either Joſeph, or Jepſon. _—- Why ſhould a Name 
uſed in Kelly's Correſpondence, be explain'd by 
Plunkett's Cypher, when Kelly appears to be no 
ways acquainted with him, and Plunkett himſelf 
did never dictate to him? I forbear Repetition 
I only add, that in this Caſe there is nothing that 
may not be proved. 

The Letter to Dubois there is little faid of, 
becauſe there is no Uſe made of it; it is char- 
ged in the Report as a Letter which I had re- 
ceived from Abroad. The Tables are now turn'd, 
and I my ſelf deſign'd to have ſent this Letter to 
a feigned Correſpondent, but kept it among my 
Papers under my Seal : For what End ? the Let- 
ter itſelf is an arrant — Why to — 
Proof, which is much wanted, 

Letters that were direted TJones 22 Zane. ; 
and it is ſtrange I, who am repreſented as 
being ſo very cautious, ſhould be ſo gent in 
this, and pom ſomething that is of no Uſe, 
and yet might hurt me ſo much when diſcover'd. 

It is able rd to think, that I ſhould by that 
means mention the Name of my Correſpondent, 
and mention the Name of Johnſon, which the 
Committee of the Lower Houſe obſerve was con- 
ſtantly with me. 

I know not what farther can be faid for this 
Matter, till the Council have further explain'd 
it, and "ſhow'd what Uſe they make of this Let- 
ter, which hath given your 5 ſo much 
Trouble, and which 1 own I do pot comprehend. 

Here is ftill a fifth Letter, which I have ac- 
knowledg'd to be my Hand; that which was ta- 
ken on my Servant. Mr. Reeves hath made ſome 
Obſervations on it ; I have taken Minutes of them, 
and I think they _— He obſerves, o_ 
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WP 
the Biſhop doth not in his Letter inſiſt on his 
Innocence in general, but conſiders only what E- 
vidence doth affect him. | 

It comes out at laſt for whom my Letter was 
deſigned; and 1 think that an Anſwer to Mr. 
Reeves's Obſervations, and 1 ſhalt explain it no 
farther. He obſerves, tho* I clear myſelf from 
the Knowledge of Layer, Neynoe, © c. there I ſay 
nothing of Kelly. | 

The Gentleman I deſign'd the Letter for, knows 
it was an Anfwer to one wrote to me about 
Layer, and will ſwear it himſelf, if there was 

Room for it. | 
The third Obſervation is, where ſpeaking of 
myſelf, I fay, © If 1 cannot ward the Blow, I 
c muſt be a Priſoner ſome Years without Re- 
e medy; from which he was to infer, not in 
that good-natur'd Way he generally did, my Mean- 
ing muſt be, that I was conſcious of Guilt. 

[ apprehended an {impeachment would have been 

lodged, and never profecuted, as in the Cafes of 
my Lord Danby, and the Earl of Oxford, and there 
I ſhould have lain withcut Trya!, and without 
Bread. 
The ſecond Article of my Charge, is the two 
Letters from Mar and Dillon, under tlie feigned 
— of Motfietd and Digby, which were inter- 
cept 

One of theſe they have dropt. 

That I rec ived them, is not pretended ; both 
Letters, though they copied, without a criminal 
Expreſſion or Wyrd of Buſineſs in either of them, 
they would have aTelted me in ſome Degree, if 
received by me, ang 1 was the Perſon as is ſup- 
poſed to have writ the Letters to which they 
were Anfwers. That J uſed to have any Corre- 
F mm is that Dowd? Is not one and the 
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Any Man that pleaſ-s may write to me, and 

take thoſe Names upon him; I am not to anſwer 
for that, unleſs I have appear'd to receive them, 
and kept up the Correſpondence. 
The Letter from Merfield, dated 11 May, can- 
not be reaſonably thought to have been wrote 
with any other View, than that of being inter- 
cepted, and of fixing upon me the Letter of 
April 20th. | 
This Letter is committed to the common Poſt- 
Office, and ſent upon this Errand; one may doubt 
who writ it, but one cannot doubt with what De- 
fign it was writ : Your Lordſhips Wiſdom will 
ſee through thoſe malicious Diſguiſes, and not 
make me account for Letters which have been 
bandy'd to and fro, between two unknown Cor- 
reſpondents, on a Deſign to raiſe Suſpicion of a 
third Perſon, altogether a Stranger to what 1s 
writ. And here l defire, that the Obſervation 
made by one of my Counſel may rot be forgot ; 
that is, all the intercepted Letters from Abroad, 
that Perſons that lay hid under ſecret Names are 
diſcovered by doing of ſuch Deeds, and by ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances as will faſten thoſe Names upon them, 
though the Committee were at a Gueſs, yet they 
were often at a Loſs. 

In my Caſe the fictitious Names applied to me 
are often attended with ſuch Deſcriptions and 
Circumftances, as very naturally lead thoſe that 
offer theſe Letters to fix them on me ; the Wri- 
ters of them uſe all their Art not to diſguiſe, but 
to open the Thing, and ſeem to be in Pain left they 
ſhould not be well enough underſtood. | 

This being contrary to the Method of Re- 
ſerves in all other Caſes, ſmells ftrong of a ma- 
licious Deſign. 

The Letter of July 25th, from Digby to Weſton, 
is not well contrived, as it ſhould have * yet 


£ 14 } 
I am to be under ſtood by it, becauſe of the Cir- 
cumftances I was then under, which the Writer 
was appriſed of. 
Theſe are the only two Inſtances of Letters 
ſuppoſed to be writ from Abroad: They are not 
not couſiſtent: Shall they affect me in ſo high a 
Manner. 
It remains to be conſidered in the third Place, 
whether there was a ſupported Correſpondence 

between the Pretender and his Agents and Mr. 
Kelly here? Whether I was at the Head of it, 
and am juſtly to anſwer that I am not? Mr. Kel- 
ly, I hear, hath own'd at your Bar, and declared, 
which I alſo declare, I never knew a Line of any 
Letter he writ to Foreign Parts. 

I meddle not with what concerns him, any 
further than when it may affect me. 

The chief Part is the Prefent of the Dog, the 
Account of that is in a Letter to Hatfield, dated 
Hey 5. not ſigned ; in which are theſe Words; 
Te little Dog was ſent ten Days ago, and ordered to 
be delivered to you: But there is no Intimation in 
this, or any other Letter from Abroad, that this 
Preſent was intended for me. | 

In two Letters from hence, by whom writ it 
doth not appear, ſomebody is meant under the 
different Names of Mr. Jones and Mr. [llington, 
in ſuch manner as deſigned for the ſame — 
but Circumſtances are neither applicable to my 
ſelf, or my Wife, or me particularly. The Letter 
dated M 7th, from Hatfield to Mu ſgraue, which 
being five Days after the Burial of my Wife, cannot 
mean her; and being but five Days after, it can 
as little mean me: So that the Writer of this 
Letter muſt either have known nothing of my Fa- 
mily Affairs, or, if he did, muſt diſſemble his 
Knowledge of them, to raiſe a Suſpicion ; and in 
either Caſe what he ſays is not to be * 

T 


( 
The Surgeon and Mr. Kelly only knew any Thing 
of this . and they * beſt clear 4 

Mrs. Barnes, ſhe varies, and ſometimes the Dog 
is for me, and ſometimes for her. 

As for myſelf, I never ask'd for, receiv'd, or 
ſ.,w this Preſent, nor know any Thing of it, but 
from common Fame ; ror have I to this Day had 
any Meſſage or Letter whatſoever concerning it. 
The End of this Deſign ſeems -to be, to point 
me out by the Name of Jones or Illingten, ſub- 
fcribed to the Letters of April 2cth, by uſing 
them again in relation to this Preſent. 

And perhaps they are not much in the wrong 
to think, that one intercepted Dog ſhould be ot 
as much Uſe as ten intercepted Letters. Both 
Contrivances then muſt have ſucceeded, had I not 
been able to prove, that thoſe Letters were not 
with my Order or Knowledge; and therefore 
the Uſe of their Names, in ſubſequent Letters, is a 
Continuance of the Fraud, and this obviouſly runs 
through the whole of the Correſpondence ; but 
wherever the Names of Jones od A are, 
they are uſed in applying them to me, becauſe 
they are the ſame. 

Theſe Points have not only been deny'd, but 
_ with all Manner of Credence and Clear- 
neſs. 

My Council have ſhew'd, that all theſe ſuſpi- 
cious Correſpondencies are to the laſt Degree 
abſurd to apply to me, and no one would ap- 
ply them: That I could rot order the Letters 
of the 2oth of April, to which the Names of 
Jones, Cc. are ſubſcrib'd, 
then the Evidence falls or upon it. 

As to the Journies to and from Bromley, 
where the Priſoner Kelly had frequent Acceſs to 
me, and therefore I might probably diftate thoſe 
Letters, the Council for the Bill have not 


open'd 


I think is plain, and 
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opeu'd themſelves on that Head; but your Lord- 
ſhips have heard it made out, and becauſe it 
is material I ſhall repeat it. 

(Here Wood's Examination was read.) 

By all theſe Accounts, nothing could have 
offer'd eaſier for the Perſons themſelves to 
manage here, in getting an Account of my 
Neighbours in order to render the Coutrivance 
more plauſible. 

That Mr. Xelly is no Stranger to me I own; 
but that he is in any Degree intimate with me, 
or frequently ſaw me, I deny; and what Evi- 
dence is there from them to the contrary 3 or 
how is this ſolemn Denial at your Bar con- 
tradicted? 

The Chairman ſays, He carry'd him twice 
or thrice to the Deanery three or four Years 
ago; and this Brown, the Chairman, he ſwears, 
he carry'd me once in three or four Years 
Time. I believe he may. The Porter he ſays, 
That he brought a Letter and ſome Stockings 


from XKelly to me. The Foundation of this 


Story is true, for Mr. Kelly uied to furniſh me 
with Stockings and Gloves; not but that the 
Circumſtance of the Porter coming up to my 
Bedchamber at that dirty Time of the Year, is 


very extraordinary; and even this Evidence 


owns, he was never ſent by me to him. 
Now, on the other Side, there is the Evi- 
derce of almoſt all my Servants, who have, up- 


on Oath, atteſted, that they do not know either 
the Name, or the Face of Mr. Kely, which 


could not poſſible be, did he uſe frequently to 
reſort to me. Such a flight Acquaintance as I 
had with him, could not be any Temptation to 
enter into Secrets with him of ſuch a dangerous 
Conſequence as theſe are, which the Report in- 
ſinuates to have paſs'd between us; however, 

| Suſpicion 
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Suſpicion is not now the Buſineſs of Proof; 
Lord- they that prove ſomething, may be allow'd to 
iſe it ſuppole more; they that prove rothing, have 
no Right to indulge their Suſpicions and Con- 
jectures to the Ruin of any Man: Twenty Pro- 
have babilities, allow'd to be ſuch, are not equal to 
s to any one Matter of Fact well a teſted; it may 


" my ſtrengthen the Fact, but cannot ſupport it. They 
Vance cannot be Evidence themſelves, becauſe one Pro- 
bability may be ſet againſt another. 
own 5 I uſe this Diſtinftion between Evidence in Law, 
1 me, and reaſonable Evidence, becauſe the Council 


Evi- for the Bill have aſſerted ſome thing like ir. 
s of I own 1 always thought the Publick Law of the 
con- State the Publick Reaſon of the State: and what- 
ever might be reaſonable Evidence ; whatever it 
twice is in another Country, yet, in this Country, mo 
Years Evidence can be reaſorable that is not legal: 
wears, But I ask, What Sort of Evidence, either in 
Years Reaſon or Law, is brought againſt me? How 
> ſays, am | d to conſult and correſpond to raiſe 
ckings Fan influreBiion againſt his Majeſty and his King- 
f this dom, and to procure a foreign Force to invade 
ſh me ſ the fame in Favour of the Pretender? 
at the How am I prov'd, in the feco..d Place, to have 
to my [correſponded with the fame Pretender and with 
ear, is Per ſons emyioy'd by him? Is one Article of theſe 
1dence Charges made out againſt me with any Colour of 
Reaſon? Suppoſitions without Proof, Suppoſit ions 
e Evi- Idiſprov d, and ſhew'd to be vain and unjuſt. 
re, up- If the Proof in theſe Caſes want Strength, can 
either the Hearſay of Neynoe ſupply the Want of Proof, 
which fand render it valid? fiice Neynoe pretends, for 
arly to Fought that appears, not to have known any thing 
e as I of me; he only heard Kelly fay fo, and Mr. Xelly 
tion to Fdenies it; and there is, I think, no Reaſon why 
1gerous Buch a dead Evidence ſhould affect me, or Kelly 
ort in- Shimſelf, much leſs me through him. Was Neynoe 
»wever, | — alive, 
ſpicion 


* 
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alive, and Kelly dead, and incapable of contra- 
dicting what Neynse ſaid, I believe what Neynoe 
ſaid would not be of any Weight; beſides, what 
N:ynoe dead ſays, and Kelly now alive denies, ought 
not to have any Force. 
Concerning Hearſay Evidence in General ; and 
concerning the due Regard to it, I humbly defire 
your Lordſhips, that a Paſſage may be read out of 
Sir John Fenwick's Bill of Attamder. 

(The whole Preamble read.) 
My Lords, I humbly deſir d to have this read, 
becauſe I thought it would take away a Difſtin- 
ion between Legal and Parliamentary Evidence; 
that what was not Legal might be Parliamentary. 
1 believe here is a Condemration of him by Par- 
hament ; therefore I think the Condemnation of 
him muſt be by Parliamentary Evidence. It is re- 
cited in, this Act, as one of the Inducements that 
moved the King, Lords, and Commons to paſs 
that Act, that Sir Jolm Fenwick had contriv'd and 
fram'd ſeveral Papers, &c. only by Hearſay. 

Shall that be in this Parliament for 
Evidence, which is declar'd the only Motive o 
attainting a Man in anether ? If it was judg'd hard 
in Sir John Fenwick's Caſe to charge a Man by 
Hearſay, can the being thus charg'd be any Proo 
againſt me? Sure the Houſe of Commors in 96, 
that brought that in, would have fo thought, nor 
would thoſe of your Lordſhips conſented here, o 
elſewhere, to have paſs d it. 
2 oo thoſe that did not conſent, I will venture 
to fay, I am exceedingly puzzled to know why 
they did not oppole Sir Jom Fenwick, but fa 
vour'd his Caſe, and are yet againſt me. Is th 
Guilt objected to me, if proy'd, in any Meaſure 
like his? Or us there ally : detweer 
the Proof againſt him and me? 


f contra- 
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found out a Reaſon for the Corre 
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As to the Paper and Information given in by 
Neynee, and printed in the Appendix, it is plain 
he was drawn 1n to have ſworn backward or for- 
ward, to have affirm'd or deny'd any thing. He 
knew a certain Lord of the Council, that gave 
me Notice of my ug Jager up ſome Days be- 
fore it happen'd. He knew what Uſe and Purpoſe 
the Proteſfs of your Lordſhips were chiefly de- 
- a for and calculated; and it appears by his 

per that was taken in his Pocket after his Death, 
that he had undertaken to give a ive Account, 
- Su oa either to ask or receive ſuch a Sum 
0 , 

That he was the late Earl Marſhal's Bedfellow, 
far ſeveral Months, and had drawn up Heads for 
Memorials to be delivered to the Regent, but 
he had kept no Copies of theſe Heads, or foul 
Draughts, which would have ſhewn whether they 
were given in to 2 it, or diſcover it in 
either; the Evidence of being then employ d, 
would have been of Service; but they have not 
been able to produce a Line of ſuch Heads or 
Memorials; yet the Report of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, upon the Bafis of theſe Memorials, build 
the whole Fabrick. He knew that I went under 
the Name of Jones and Mington, and undoubtedly 
he knew Mr. Dubois: If the Scheme of Writing 
that Letter myſelf had been ſeen, he would have 
3 and 
| = P 
500 l. would have made him affirm, that he car- 
ry'd the Letter himſelf. He knew the Pretender's 
particular Opinion of me, or of any Body ele; 
that he rely'd on Advices from me. How did he 
know that ? He told him ſo. Who tald him? It 
is not ſu Mr. Kelly had it from himſelf, but 
from Perſons of high Eſtate, and that were near 
the Pretender. | 
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Let me ſpeak, my Lords, as always I hope 
ſhall, with that Modeſty as becomes Juice, but 


yet wich Freedom to you. 


Hath nothing been open'd to you concerning 
this Man's Character, and his Secret Tranſactions ?. 
Is i. poſſible to believe this Pretender to Secrecy 
could have had, or ſhall he ſtill have any Degree of 
Weight, that threw away his Life, rather than to 
venture to ſand to the Truth of what he ſaid before 
his Death, and then he could have been contradict- 
ed, or Pangs of Conſcience might have made him 
unſay what he had faid; but a dead Man can 
retract nothing; what he hath writ, he hath writz 
the Accuſation muſt ſtand juſt as it did, as far as 
it concerns him; and we are depriv'd of the Ad. 
vantage which Truth and Remor ſe once extorted, 
and would have again extorted from him: how- 
ever, I would have been glad to have had all that 

ever this Wretch ſaid 3 and would hope, that by 
comparing of the ſeveral Stories, which he ſeve- 
ral Times told, ſome Light might have been gained, 
which is now wanted: Particularly by the 
Knowledge of what he ſaid freely and Px Herr 
ly, when he was in good Humour, and before his 
rough Uſage, on his Return from Rome had fright- 
ed him. But I think we have the Evidence only 
of a few of the laſt Days of his Life, all the pre- 
ceding Time is blank; yet himſelf, he underwent 
— Examinations, but they were not, it ſeems, 
ſo maturely weigh d and digeſted, as to be thought 
worth the committing to Writing; but he is 
to his Place, and hath anſwer'd for what he — 
ſaid at another Tribunal. I deſire not to diſturb 


his Aſhes, farther than what is neceſſary for my 
* 


our Lordſhips will obſerve firſt, the Inconſift- 


* ＋ ſome Part of the Charge: Secondly, the 


Improbability of it. The "_ takes * of 
ee 
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three ſeveral Periods, or Stages of Time, that by 
Conſequence of ſome Memorials from the Regent, 
it did not take Place; the firſt was, during the 
Election; the ſecond was, the King's going to Ha- 
nover ; and the third was, the Breaking up of the 
Camp: There is not the leaſt Hint as to the laſt 
of theſe three Deſigns, in any of his Papers; and 
in the Recital of the Bill it is mention'd as the 
third Part of the Plot, and the moſt deteſtable 
Part of the Deſign, to lay violent Hands on his 
Majeſty and his Family. | 
There is not the leaſt Colour of Proof as to the 
firſt Part of the Conſpiracy, which was to take Place 
at the Election; their only Reaſon for that is from 
a Paſſage, where it is faid, that the preſent Op- 
portunity is elaps'd ; that 1s, the Opportunity of 
the Election. 
I hal) recite the intercepted Paſſage, as it lies 
there, and make ſome Reflections on it: Norwit b- 
ſanding the Opportunity is elaps d, (lays the Writer 
to Fackſon) I agree with you, another may offer before 
the End of the Tear, though not perhaps every Way ſo 
favourable. 58 
The *r 982 — Letter to be from 
„ and dictat me, and they ſuppoſe the 
Works to refer to Time; and 1 
tions, infer that 1 knew — of it : On the 
contrary, I ſhall, on the two firſt Suppoſitions, 
ſhew the Impoſſibility of it. If this was a Letter 
from me, or from any other Perſon, dictated by 
e is gue me to the Pretender, I muſt write as in Anſwer to 
he hath ſome Letter ſent from them to me, in r 
diſturb the Expreſſion: and his Opinion in the Letter, 
for my muſt have been founded on Intelligence before re- 
ceived : This Intelligence, conſider ing the Diſtance 
nconſift- ſtom London to Rome, muſt have been communi- 
dly, the cated two Months, if not longer, before the Date 
Notice of of this Letter; if we go back two Months, and 
. three "0 3 talk 
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talk of ITY elaps'd, it was A: | 

; confequent! Opportunity in the Let- 
28 not poſſibly mean the Time of the E- 
k-&Aion; and if fo, it is impoſſible that it ſhauld 
be a Letter to the Pretender, that can conſiſt with 
the Charge of the Perſon's writing it April 1720, 

If it be a Letter writ in good Earveſt, pears 
they had q own over all ghts at chat Thae: 
- with you, ſays he, another may offer before the 
of the TL and yet he finds ſome Words in 
a Las writ ten Days after, wherein, under the 
Name of Jenes, | am made to be deeply concern- 
ed in a Conſpiracy. 

How can this be coulilient, if I writ and dire- 
fted that Letter, and was engaged in the ſecond 
Part of the Conſpiracy ? 

r __—_ falſe; and I 
hope I have ſatisfy s your , that as 1 did 
not diftate 1 [ _—_— ays concern'd i in 
the other. 

Caan any one believe, that under the ſad Circum- 
ſtance of being aflicted by the Death of my Wife, 
I ſhould be concern d in an Affair of this Puma, 
rous Nature ? Was that a Time to provide for a 
Stranger? And for Man, unleſs under the Power 
of Prejudice, to believe ſuch an Expreffion, or 
that I had ſuch a Conjefture ! 1 forbear former 
Inftances. 


I ſhall now conſider the Improbability, as well 
as I of the Charge brought againſt me 
without poſitive Proof. You will allow me to an- 
wry ictment in the ſame Manner as it is laid. 
3 that if 1 were * in 8 

no Footſteps ſhould 
—— 1 had with the late Duke of 09 
mond, to whom, of all Perſons Abroad, | was beſ 
known, and to whom I had the eateft ard, 
and fill have all the Regard t _— 4 


with my Duty to my King — my Country. Is 


4 ities, towards 


without Ar 
conſult, in forming and forwarding this Corre- 
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probal.e, that I would chooſe rather to 


it 
ge in ſuch Deſign with two Perſons, one of 
wha * faw, and the other ſcarce acquaint - 
* 
Did I not know, what all the World thinks, that 
he had left the Pretender ſeveral Years, and had 
a Penſion Abroad ? Is this a Seafon for me to enter 


to write to me, and, by theſe Means, furniſh Op- 
ing the Perſons, and 
ing myſelf into Danger ? How doth that Charge 
of Caution and Secrecy belong to me? Muſt not 
I have been raſh to have laid myſelf open in ſuch 
a Manner? This is an inconfiftent Scheme, the o- 
ther a bold Aſſertion. Is it probable, when attend- 
ing the Sick Bed of my Wife, and expecting her 
Death, not daily but hourly, that I ſhould enter 
into Negotiations of this Kind ? 
There was no need of diſpatching any of choſe 
three Letters, merely to excuſe my not 1 


the Circumſtances of my Family had been a ſuffi- 


cient Apology, and more effectual. 
Is it probable, that when I was carrying on pub- 
lick Buildings of various Kinds, at We:ftminſter 


and at Bromley, conſulting all the Books from the 


Weftminſter Foundation, in a Correſpon- 
dence with learned Men, about Subjects of Di- 
vinity ; that at that very Time I ſhould be car- 
rying on a Conſptracy ? Thoſe that maintain ſueh 
Thoughts without Reaſon, may allo condemn me 


ö gument. 5 
Is it probable, that I ſhould hold, meet, and 


ſpondence with no Body, and no where? 


That 
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and ſearching myſelf, nothing of Conſequence ap- 
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That 1 who, always liv'd at Hqme, and only at 
Dinner ever ſtirr'd out of my Chamber, receiv'd all 
Perſons that viſited me, and was deny'd to none, 
ſhould have an rtunity to be ſo engaged? 
And if I had, that none of my Domeſticks and 


Friends ſhould ever obſerve any Appeararce of any 


ſuch Thing? No Evidence among my Papers, tho” 
they were all ſeiz d at both my Houſes, and con- 
fining all my Servants, but one, now for about ten 
or eleven Weeks, ſearching him twice in the Tower, 


pears, nor is there any one living Witneſs that 
charges me with any thing that is really true. 

ls it probable, that I ſhould form and direct a 
Conſpiracy, and carry it on with any Succeſs, that 
am not uſed to Arms, which I am no more ac- 


ole Occaſions ? My Way of Life hath not led me 
to converſe with ſuch Men and ſuch Matters, ex- 
cept on the Occaſion of meeting in Parliament, 
but in a Council of Warl never was. Have l yet 
in any one Inſtance of my Life meddled remar 


bly out of my own Sphere, in Affairs foreign to 


my Buſineſs and Character? I might have been 
thought to have been too active in my proper Sta- 
tion and Buſineſs; but I was never charg'd with 
War, nor any ways inform'd in the Art of it. 
Is it probable, that Perſons concern'd in ſuch 
Military Schemes, (if any ſuch be formed by Men 
of the Sword that apply to ſuch Buſineſs) ſhould 
be puniſh'd without any Proof ? 
And muſt I, whoſe Way of Life is ſet at the 
greateſt Diftance from ſuch Perſons, and from the 
very Suſpicion of being concern'd with them, ſuf- 
fer all Pains Penalties ſhort of | 
which the Parliament can inflift, for a ſuppos d 
I know not what, and what I don't to this Day 


apprehend. 


Here 


r with, than with the Perſons employ d on 
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Here is a Plot of a Year or two ſtanding to ſub- 
vert the Goverr ment with an armed Force; an 
Invaſioa from Abroad ; an Infurrettion at Home; 
juſt when ripe for Execution it is diſcover'd ; and 
12 Months after the Contrivance of this Scheme, 
no Conſultation appears, no Men correſponding 
together, no Proviſion to be gwen, o Arms or 
Officers provided, not a Man in Arms, and the 
poor Biſhop hath done all this. 

What could tempt me to ſtep thus out of my 
Way? Was it Ambition and a Deſire of elimbing 
into a higher Station in the Churci ? There is 
not a Man in my Office farther remov from this 
than I am; I have an hundred Tires fail, 2-1 
fincerely refolv'd, I would have been nothing mo-c 
than I was, at a Time when I lit-le though: 07 
being any Thing before; and I can give u 
ſtance of this Kind, if I thought proper. 

Was Money my Aim? I always deſpis'd it 0 
much, perhaps, conſideriug I had Occation for 
for out of a poor Biikoprick of 500 l. per A 
I have laid out 800 J. | cook not one Shilling ©: 
Dilapidations, and the reſt of my little li como 
has been ſpent as is neceſſary, as I am a Biſhop : 
Nor do I repent of theſe Expences nov, ot doubr - 
ing in the leaſt, but that God who hath liberailv 
provided for me hitherto, will ſtill do it, and on 
his good Providence I ſecurely rely. 

Was I influenc'd by any Dillike of the Efta- 
bliſhed Religion, and ſecretly inclined towards a 
Church of greater Pomp and Power? [ have, mw 

ever fince I knew what Popery was, op. 
pos d it; and the better | knew it, the more 
diſliked k. 

1 begani my Study in Divinity, when the 
Controverſy grew hot with that immortal Boo! 
Tillotſor's, when he undertook the Proteſtant Cau . 
in general, and as ſuch I eſteem'd him above * 
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You will pardon me, my Lords, if I mention 
one Thing. 

Thirty Years ago, I writ in Defence of Martin 
Luther, and have preach'd, expreſs d, and writ to 
that Purpoſe from my Infancy ; and whatever hap- 
2 to me, I will ſuffer any thing, and will, by 

od's Grace, burn at the Stake, rather than de- 
part from any material Point of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, as profeſs d in the Church of England. 

Once more: Can I be ſuppos d to have a Fa- 
vour to Arbi Power ? The whole Tenor of 
my Life hath been otherwiſe : I was always a 
Friend of the Liberty of the Subject, and to the 
beſt of my Power conſtantly maintain d it: I may 
have been thought miſtaken in the Meaſures I took 

it b 


to ſupport . 

It matters not by what Party I was called, fo 
my Actions are uniform. 

To return to the Point: The Charge brought 
againſt me in the Manner it is brought, is improba- 
ble: If 1 could be guilty of it, I muſt have acted 
under a Spirit of Infatuation ; yet I have not been 
ever thought an Idiot or a Madman. 

My Lords, as to the Pains and Penalties contain- 
ed in this Bill, they are great and grievous, beyond 
Example in their Nature and Direction. | 

I am here, my Lords, and have been here ex- 
pecting an immediate Tryal. I have, my Lords, 
declin'd no Impeachment. The Correſpondence 
with the Earl of was made Treaſon, but 
with me *:is only Felony, if there is one Witneſs 
to prove it. He was allow'd the Converſation of 
his Children, by the expreſs Word of the Ack: 
Mine are not ſo much as to write ſo as to be ſent 
to me. | 
What is 9 in my Caſe, I will re- 

diſtinctly, my Reverend Brethren may 
ar it. I am render d incapable of uſing or exer- 
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ciſing any Office, Function, Authority, or Powe” 
Ecletiaftical, not only in his Majeſty's Dominions, 


but any where elſe: Very hard! Such Spiritual 
Power as is not deriv'd from Men, but God him- 
ſelf, ſhould be taken from me. 

My Lords, I inſiſt on my Innocence; that I am 
not guilty ; aud if I am not prov'd fo, your Lord- 
ſhips will thus judge; if otherwiſe, I perſwade my- 
ſelf I ſhall ind ſome Degree of Mercy. 

You will not ſtrip a Man of his Subſtance, and 
then ſend him where he cannot ſubſift ; you will 
not ſend him among Strangers, and then hinder 
others from performing Humanity to him; you 
will not give him Jeſs Time to order his Affairs, 
and depart the Kingdom, than the Bill hath 
taken in paſling through both Houſes. 

You will not diveſt him of all his Preferments, 
the chiefeft Privileges he hath left, becauſe of his 
oninement ; nor render him to any of his poor 
eVow-Subjetts, leſs uſeful. 

That Great Man I laſt mention'd, carry d a great 
Fortune with him into foreign Parts, and had the 
uages ; was well acquainted abroad: The Re- 
erſe of all this is my Cal - TI indeed am like him in 
thing but his Innocence, and his Puniſhment. It 
in no Man's Power to make us differ in the one, 
ut tis in your Lordfhips Power to make us differ 
idely in the other; and I hope your Lordſhips will 
do it. 
ot bo tgp r It hath been fre- 
e ently rv'« the higher the Crimes are, 
A the Proofs 
i 


My Lords pardon me, what is not Evidence at 

aw, can never be made io by any Power on Earth; 

r the Law that requir'd the Evidence, is as much 

"rag of the Hand, a5 thes which dactardethe 
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It is equally un juſt to declare any Proof legal, 
becauſe of my Proſecution: As extraordinary 
would it be, to declare the Acts themſelves, ex 
poſe to. 

Never was there a Charge of ſo high a Nature, 
and 10 weakly prov'd ! 

A Perton dead, ſo that there is not an Opportu- 
rity to falſify him, by contradicting him, ſupport- 
g not by any one Evidence, not by any one Proof 
0: 2:1v hing that hath been writ , recerv'd by me, 
t even by any one criminal Word, proy'd to have 
been ſpoken by me; but by intercepting Letters and 
Corre ſpondence, in which appears not the leaſt 
Certainty. | h 
Some of thoſe Letters, ſhewn to Perfons, with a 
Deſign to faſten ſomerhing on them; others writ in 
Cyphers, and fiftitious Names, throwing out dark 
a-d abſtruſe Hints of what Perſonus went by thoſe 
Names, ſometimes true and ſometimes doubtful, 
and often falſe, who continue all the while Stran- 
gers to the whole Tranſaction, and never makes 
the Diſcovery, till he feels and finds it advancing 
__ towards him: My Lords, this is my Caſe in 

ort. 

I have a hard Task to prove my Innocence: Shall 
1 ſtand committed before your Lord ſhips on ſuch an 
Evidence as this? The Hearſay of an Hearſay; a 
Party dead, and that deny'd what he ſaid; by 
ſtrange and obſcure Paſſages, and fiftitious Names 
in Letters; by the Conjettures of Decypherers, 
without any Opportunity given. me of examining 
and looking into the Truth of their Decyphering; 

by the Depoſitions of Poſt-Office Clerks a the 
Similitude of Hands; their Depoſitions made at 
diftant- Times, and without comparing any one 
of the Originals, by. a ftrange Interpretation o 
them, for nothing more, 1 am perſwaded, can be 
made of the Arguments, than what is calld the 
intercepted Correſpondence. Shall 
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Shall I, my Lords, be depriv'd of all that is dear 
to me, and in the Circumſtances I am in, ſcarce able 
to bear up, and by ſuch an Evidence as would not 
be admitted in any other Cauſe, or in any other 
Court, : 

And ſhall it be received againſt a Biſhop of this 
Church, and a Member of this Houſe? God for- 
bid. Give me Leave to make Mention of a Text 
in Holy Writ: Againſt an Elder receive not an Ac- 
cuſation, but by two or three Witneſſes. It is not faid, 
Condemn him not upon an Accuſation, &c. but re- 
ceive it not; and I am ſomething more than an 
Elder, and ſhall an Accuſation againſt me be coun- 
tenanced, without any one Inftance of Proof to 
ſupport it ? 

This is not directly Matter of Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution: There you read, one Witneſs ſhall not 
riſe up againſt an Elder; but here, at the Mouth 
of two Witneſſes, or three Witneſſes, ſhall the 
Matter be eftabliſh'd: And as this Rule was tran- 
ſlated in the State of the Church, People always 


thought fit to follow it. 


Shall I be the firft Biſhop in this Church, con- 
demn'd upon Conjecture, on fiftitioas Names and 
obſcure Paſſages in Letters, inſtead of two or three 
Witneſſes? | 

Will not others endeavour to make the fame 
Precedent, and * the ſaid 1 TY 
ſucceeding Ages, even concur in an A 
in order to render me incapable of uſing or exer- 
ciſing any Power or Authority, & c. is this good 
Divinity, or good Policy ? 

As to the Juſtice of the Legiſlature, in ſome Re- 
ſpefts it hath as great a Power as the Sovereign Le- 
giſlator of the Univerſe ; but he can do nothing un- 
juſt. But tho” there are no Limits to be ſet to a 
Parliament, yet they are generally ht to in- 
cline themſelves, to guide their Proceedings in 
Criminal Caſes, according to the known Law. 


- 
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The Paxtiament may order a Criminal to be tortur d, 

Who can fay they cannot ? But they never did, nor 

er will, I hope; becauſe Torture is uſed in other 
Atries, and not known here. 

Is it not torturing to inflit Pains and Penalties on 
Perſons ſuſpected of Guilt, not plainly prov'd guilty ? 
It See mach unlike it. ie ** Ary 6 if they 

e, as well as upon a Bill © pet mpriſon- 
— upon a Bill of perpetual Exile reſerve to the 
—— Power to determine the one as well as the 
other : They have ſo enacted it in the one Caſe, but 
they have not enacted it in the other. The Law knows 
nothing of ſuch abſalute pzrpetual Impriſonments. 

The Law may, in like Wanner, conderm a Man on 
2 Charge of Accumnlated and Conſtructive Treaſon : 
They did ſo in the Caſe of the Great Lord Strafford, 
and that by accumulited and conſtructive Proof of ſuch 
Treaſon ;, that is, by ſuch Proofs, and well in - 
be: ainly to communicate Light and Strength to 
each other, and ſo to have all Force without the For- 
mality of Evidence. Was ſuch Proof ever admitted 
by any one, to deprive his Fellow Subject of his For- 
tane, of his Eftate, his Friends, and Country, and 


end him in his old Age, without Langimge or Hope, 


without Employment to get the Neceſſaries of Life, 
to Starve : I ſay again, God forbid. 9 

My Ruin is not of that Moment to any Number of 
Men, to make it worth their while to violate, or even 
to ſeem to violate their Conſtitution in any Degree, 
which they ought to preſerve againſt any Attempts 
whatſoever. - ] 
But where once ſuch extraordinary Steps as theſe 
are taken, and we depart from the fixed Rules and 
Forms of Juſtice, and try untrodden Paths, no Man 
knows where he ſhall ſtop. | 

Tho' I am worthy of no Regard, tho' whatſoever. 
is done to: me may, for that Reaſon, be look d upon 
to be juſt, yet your Lordſhips will have ſome-Regard 
to your own laſting Intereſt, and that of Poſterity. 

his is a Proceeding with which the Conſtitution 

is not acquainted, which, under the Pretence of ſup- 
porting it, will at laft effectually deſtroy it. | 
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For 


( | 
For God's Sake, lay aſide theſe Extraordinary Pro- 
ceedings; ſet not up theſe new and dangerous Pro- 
ceedings I, for my Part will voluntarily and cheer- 
fully go into perpetual Baniſhment, and 2 myſeiſ 
that I am, in ſome Meaſure, the Occaſion of putting 
a Stop to ſuch Precedents, and doing * Good to 
my untry; and will live wherever I am, praying 
its Proſperity ; and do, with the Word of Father 
Paul to the State of Fenice, ſay, Eſto Perpetup: It is 
not my departing from it; let me depart, and let 
my Country be fix'd apon the immoveable Founda- 

tion of Law and Juſtice, and ſtand for ever. 
1 have, my Lords, taken up much of your Lordſhips 
Time, yet I muſt beg your Attention a little longer. 
Some Part of my Charge hath been difproved bv direct 
and full Evidence, F of writing the Letters 
of tho 20th of April, or that I knew who wrote them, 
which 1 utterly deny that I ever did or as yet do know. 
Other Parts of the Charge there are, which are not 


by proteſting and declaring my Innocence to yaur Le 
ſhips, in the moſt deliberate, ſerious, and ſolemn Man- 
ner; and appealing to God the Searcher of Hearts, as 
to theTruth of what | Hay, as1 do it in what follows : 1 
am charg d in the Report with dĩrecting a Correſpondence 
to Mr. Kelly; but 1 ſolemnly deny that Lever, direthy 
or indiĩrectly, ſaw a ſingle Line of any of their Letters 
Fill 1 met with them in Print: Nor was the Cpatents 
of any of them communicated. ts me. I do in the 
| Place deny, that | was ever privy to any Memo- 

> be drawn up to be deliver'd to the Regent : 


Nat was I ever acquainted with any Account to be 


made on the King's going to Hanover, or at the Time 
of the Election: Nor did I hear the leaſt Rumonr of 
the Plot to take Place after the breaking up of the 
Camp, till ſome Time after Mr. Layer's Committment. 
I do with the ſame Sotemnity declare, that Inever col- 
leted, remitted, receiv'd, or ask'd any Money of a- 
ny Man to facilitate theſe Deſigns; nor was I ever 
acquainted with, or had any Remittances . 

rom 


. of ſuch Diſproof, or indeed require it; there 1 
reſt. But, my Lords, there is ſtill 2 Way allew'd of 
viadicating my ſelf. It is generally Negative; that is, 
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- to be Guilty: If for any Reaſon an F or Neceſſity of 
State, in Wiſdom and Juſtice, of 


de done: "Naked came . of my Morher =. 
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of the-Þ Pretenders” 28 is cx 
hag. d that 1 never 55 ume, ol — — on 5 
rations: 
Methods taken to procure any, Hg 
InſarreQion in theſe Kingdoms. All this I declare to 
133 o declare to the laſt Gaſp of m 

ea * 

And I am ſure, the fur er your Lordſhi examine 
into this Affair, the . you will be ned of + 
my. Innocency: Ter contain all the Capital Ar- 
ticles of which I am accuſed in the Revert, of the... 
NE the Che "ten ally prov'd as aſc q, 

e Charge as as aſcertain'd, 
it bad been vain to make Proteſtations of my In- 
nocence, tho never ſo ſolemn. 

But as the Charge is ſupported by the ſlighteſt Pro- 
babilities, and which cannot be diſprov'd in any In- 
ſtance, without proving 2 r allow the ſolemn 
Aſſeverations of a Man in Behalf of his own Inno- 


cence t have their due Weight; and I ask nd more, 


than they may have as much Influence with your 
Lordſhips as they have of Truth. 

If in an any Account there ſhall ſtill be thought by 

Pip ef ny 1 

me : If by your 

Hs eo Mendes, 1 Mal be oz 


Judge: If your ſhips ſh ＋ — 7 gab 
t : d all pr to 
Bill l acainſt me £ I ſhall” diſpoſe myſelf N 
= tacitly to ſubmit to what you do; GOD 

ſhall I return; whether He gives or takes 


Bleſd be the Name 9 LORD. * 
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